
Benzie County, here we come! 
 

Remain in Touch is excited to report that beginning in 
March, 2017 we will be expanding our program to the Benzie 
County Jail. We are thankful for the regional interest and 
support, and for volunteers who are anxious to facilitate and 
launch the program for inmates there. An update will follow 
in our next newsletter. Stay tuned! 

 

 

Remain in Touch receives grant from the 

Leelanau Township Community Foundation 
 

On December 1st, 2016, we gratefully received a grant of 
$500 from the Leelanau Township Community Foundation 

for the purchase of books for the Remain 
in Touch program. This grant will go a 
long way to help purchase new, age-

appropriate books for children of 
Leelanau County inmates participating in 
our program. Our facilitators help the 
inmates choose books for their children, 

and record the parents reading the books 
aloud. The recordings, accompanied by the brand new 

books, are sent to the children at no cost to the families. 

The books and recordings are for the children to keep, so 
that they may read and listen as often as they wish.  
 

 

Many thanks to our 

program partner  
 

Even before our first 

program facilitator set foot in the Leelanau County jail, 
Brilliant Books embraced the mission of Remain in Touch 
and stepped up to be a partner. Brilliant Books offers a 
discount of 20% for all books purchased for our literacy 
program. Purchases may be made in-store or online at 
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch. Books will 

be delivered to Remain in Touch on your behalf - no shipping 

fee! 
 
 

Quick facts: 
 

From May to December 2016 at the Leelanau County Jail: 
 

 
incarcerated parents selected and recorded 
books for their children 

 
 

children received new books and recordings 
from their incarcerated parents 

 
 

new books, with recordings, were delivered to 

children of incarcerated parents 

Welcome to our newsletter! 
 

With this inaugural issue, we bring you the latest news of the 
Remain in Touch program. Since launching the program in 
the spring of 2016, there is a lot of news to share! Thanks 
for supporting our effort to help incarcerated parents stay 
connected with their children through literacy. Read on! 
 

 

Charting a course … 
 

Since Connie Eisenhart founded the Remain in Touch 
program in March 2016, the progress and impact of the 
program has been overwhelming. We have much to 
celebrate! Here’s a timeline of our progress to date: 
 
March 2016 Remain in Touch is incorporated as a 

nonprofit organization in Michigan 
 
April 2016 Books, recording equipment and supplies 

are donated/purchased 
 
May 2016 Bi-monthly visits to the Leelanau County 

Jail begin; principal facilitator helps 

inmates choose and record books twice per 

month. 
 
June 2016 Website is launched and informational 

materials are printed. 
 
July 2016 Application for 501(c)(3) federal tax 

exempt status is filed. 
 
 IRS approves 501(c)(3) application.  
 
August 2016 Training of additional literacy facilitators 

begins. 

 
October 2016 Remain in Touch featured in The Leelanau 

Enterprise. 

 
 Remain in Touch participates in Fuse North 

Nonprofit Expo at Hagerty Center. 
 

November 2016 Remain in Touch is featured on Channel 
9&10 News: A Parents Love: From Behind 
Bars  

 
December 2016 Expansion of Remain in Touch program to 

Benzie County Jail is proposed. 
 

 Successful advancement campaign raises 
funds for Leelanau County program. 

 
January 2017 Follow-up news article appears in The 

Leelanau Enterprise. 

"Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope."  —Kofi Annan 

A literacy program 

helping incarcerated parents stay 

connected with their children 
 

IN THE NEWS 
 

January 2017   Vol. 1, No. 1 

19 

44 

75 

http://www.remainintouch.org
http://www.leelanaunews.com/news/2016-10-06/Life_in_Leelanau/Kids_inmates_aided_by_book_reading_program_at_jail.html
http://www.leelanaunews.com/news/2016-10-06/Life_in_Leelanau/Kids_inmates_aided_by_book_reading_program_at_jail.html
http://www.9and10news.com/story/33782990/a-parents-love-from-behind-bars
http://www.9and10news.com/story/33782990/a-parents-love-from-behind-bars
http://www.leelanaunews.com/news/2017-01-05/Front_Page/A_pleasing_story_that_helps_inmates.html
http://www.leelanaunews.com/news/2017-01-05/Front_Page/A_pleasing_story_that_helps_inmates.html
http://www.remainintouch.org/
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch
http://www.leelanaufoundation.org/


Remain in Touch 

benefits from 

matching gifts 
 

T h a n k s  t o  t h e 
matching gift program 
o f  t h e  R o t a r y 

E n d o w m e n t ,  a 
partnership between the Grand Traverse Community 
Foundation and Rotary Charities, Remain in Touch benefits 
even more from individual Rotarian and Rotary Club 
contributions. We express our appreciation to these 
organizations for their philanthropy and their generous 
recent support of $100 in matching funds for our program.  
 

 

 

AND THANK YOU INDIVIDUAL DONORS! 
 

We were overwhelmed by the response of individual donors 

to Remain in Touch in its inaugural year. Donors voiced their 
enthusiasm  and encouragement, and expressed special 
appreciation for the facilitators who enter the jail and work 

one-on-one with incarcerated parents to help them maintain 
a connection with their children.  
 
 

Do you have a book club? 
 

Remain in Touch board member Jill Foerster has invited each 
of her book club participants to give $1 per person each time 
they meet for one year, as a contribution to Remain in 
Touch. Everyone agreed! Great idea Jill!   
 
If you have a book club, social 

club, or other activity group, 
please consider following Jill’s 
example. It’s a great way to raise 
funds over a year’s time and helps 
to support our mission to help 
incarcerated parents stay 
connected with their children!  
 

 
"Once you learn to read, 

  you will be forever free."   
 

—Frederick Douglass 

Have you heard of mAIDens of Michigan? 
 

We have! Founded in 2008 on the friendship and generosity 

of women, mAIDens of Michigan is a giving fund to help the 
increasing number of women in 
challenging conditions in the 5 county 
area - Grand Traverse, Leelanau, 
Benzie, Antrim, and Kalkaska. 
mAIDens of Michigan allows caring 

women to help shoulder the burden of 
women in need. It is a fund that will 
give women an immediate helping 
hand to move forward and to make a 
better life for themselves. Remain in 

Touch received $300 from mAIDens of Michigan in December 
2016 to support women who are affected by incarceration. 

 

 

Incarceration takes a toll on families & children  
 

The April 2016 Kids Count report titled, “A Shared Sentence: 
The Devastating Toll of Parental Incarceration of Kids, 
Families and Communities” published by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation cites: 

 5.1 million U.S. children and 228,000 children in  

Michigan have had a parent who has served time. 

 Michigan is tied with 5 other states for ranking 

3rd highest in the nation for percentage of incarcerated 
parents; only Kentucky and Indiana are higher. 

 In Michigan, 1 out of 10 children have had an 

incarcerated parent. 

Considering the approximate 3,900 children, ages 0-17, in 

Leelanau County, potentially 390 children in this county 
could be affected by parental incarceration sometime during 

their childhood years. A goal of the Remain in Touch 
program is to reduce the incidence of incarceration, since 
children who can read proficiently by the 4th grade 
statistically are less likely to become incarcerated 
themselves.  

 

 

Thank you  
 
 

We asked and they responded.  
 
 
 

 
We appreciate their support! 

 
 

Did you know? 
 

Children who can read proficiently by 4th grade statistically 

have a greater likelihood of: 
 

- entering school better prepared 
- having fewer behavioral problems 

- having better verbal skills 
- staying drug and alcohol free 
- graduating from high school 
- obtaining higher education 
- earning a higher wage 

- being a productive member of society 
- not being incarcerated or on welfare 
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Your generous support provides 

hope for incarcerated parents and 
their children! Please invest in a 

better future by donating  online at  
www.remainintouch.org 
or at the address below. 

________________ 
 

Remain in Touch 
P.O. Box 553 

Suttons Bay, Michigan 
49682 

231-499-0606 
 

Email: 
contactus@remainintouch.org 
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