
Remain in Touch welcomes you to a new year and new 
opportunities to serve inmates, their children, their families, 
and our communities. Now in our second year of operation, 
we are pleased with the expanded reach of our program and 
awed by your continued support.  

 
 
Our book list…and the titles our inmates like best 
 
With thanks to our generous contributors, Remain in Touch 
keeps its book carts fully stocked with a broad range of 
children’s literature. Every time our facilitators enter the jails 
in Leelanau and Benzie Counties, they roll in their carts and 
help the participating inmates choose from a  variety of titles 
to record aloud for their children. Knowledgeable and 
trained, the facilitators assist the inmates in selecting age 
appropriate books and topics of interest at a given time or 
for a given situation. Do inmates’ children like animals? We 
have plenty of books featuring those. A bedtime story? No 
problem! What about Dr. Seuss? Absolutely! 
 
But what books are chosen most often? We were curious, 
and thought you might be too: 
 

Top pick:  
 

Wherever You Are 
My Love Will Find You 

 by Nancy Tillman  
 
 
 
 
Other favorites: 
 

The Fancy Nancy books 
by Jane O’Connor 
Robin Preiss Glasser (illustrator) 
 

 

The Mercy Watson books 
By Kate DiCamillo  
and Chris Van 
Dusen 
 
 
 
 

And other titles by Kate DiCamillo 

 

"Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope."  —Kofi Annan 
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The inmates often 
choose their old 
favorites to record and 
send to their children. 
Do you recognize these? 
 
 
 

More favorite authors include Judy Blume, Louis Sacher, and 
Sandra Boynton. 
 
Our booklist is always available online at the Brilliant Books 
website: http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch. 
Brilliant Books offers a 20% discount on books purchased for 
the Remain in Touch program. 
 

 

Quick Facts:   
 

Since May 2016 when the Remain in Touch program began, 
through January 2018: 

 

 Children develop literacy skills long before they read 

 Young children who are read to regularly have a larger vocabulary, a stronger foundation of language awareness, and literacy skills at a younger age 

 Children who are read to regularly by family members experience social-emotional gains and an increased likelihood of overall school success 

children received 
new books and 
recordings from 

their incarcerated 
parents 

incarcerated 
parents selected 

and recorded 
books for their 

children 

brand new books, 
along with 

recordings, were 
delivered to 
children of 

incarcerated 
parents 

 

Save the date! 
Saturday, May 19, 2018 — 4 to 6 p.m. 
Join Remain in Touch volunteers and friends at 

 

 
 
 

303 Main Street in downtown Frankfort 
 

Enjoy Belgian inspired, Michigan made beer and locally 
inspired food. 50% of proceeds between 4 & 6 pm benefit 

Remain in Touch. Come and enjoy. Bring your friends! 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Nancy%20Tillman%22;jsessionid=77375B21A48FF31CFAE3F19AEBE0A7CF.prodny_store02-atgap14?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Nancy%20Tillman%22;jsessionid=77375B21A48FF31CFAE3F19AEBE0A7CF.prodny_store02-atgap14?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Nancy%20Tillman%22;jsessionid=77375B21A48FF31CFAE3F19AEBE0A7CF.prodny_store02-atgap14?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall
http://www.remainintouch.org/
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch
http://www.stormcloudbrewing.com/


 

Are you part of a book club or 
other small group?  Make 
Remain in Touch your charity of 
the year.  
 
 

Each time you meet, collect $1 (or other agreed upon 
amount) from each member to donate to Remain in Touch. 
 

Here’s a list of local Book Clubs that have generously 
contributed to Remain in Touch: 
 

 Last Girls 

 Delightful Ladies 

 Happy Bookers 

 Katie's Book Club 

 WISE Book Club 
Thank you! 
 
 
Remain in Touch adheres to a policy of  protecting the 
identities of the inmates and children we serve. Only our 
facilitators are privy to such confidential information, and 
they are required to sign a statement of confidentiality in 
order to volunteer. 
 

However, we are able to share with you some generic 
stories that the facilitators bring back to us regarding 
inmates interacting with their children, simply through 
reading and recording books. These are stories that 
demonstrate the effectiveness of our program, assure us 
that we really are helping incarcerated parents relate to 
their children, and encourage us to continue our program’s 
mission. 
 

 The spouse of an inmate reported that their child, 
under one year of age, was fussing inconsolably in 
the car seat while riding in the car. The spouse 
started playing the incarcerated parent’s recording in 
the CD player. The sound of the parent reading aloud 
immediately calmed the child and all the fussing 
stopped. 
 

 An incarcerated parent selected a book to read and 
record for her child. In between reading the 
sentences aloud, the parent would pause to 
comment on the pictures, pointing out things that 
she hoped her child would see before turning the 
page. One could see that the parent was reading as 
if the child were right there. It also seemed as if the 
parent was trying to lengthen the period of time she 
was spending with her child, much more than the 
time it took to read the words. 
 

 Another inmate came up with the idea to read every-
other-page of the book during the recording, pausing 
for enough time to allow the spouse at home to read 
aloud the alternate pages. This allowed both parents 
to read with the child. What a great way for the 
whole family to be together! 

 

 
I am happy to see the program has been a 
continued success here and in the other facilities 

you have started in! I believe it is having a positive 
impact on not only the children and families of the 
inmates, but on the inmates themselves.  
 

—Lieutenant Todd Roush, Leelanau County Jail Administrator 

"Once you learn to read, 
  you will be forever free."   

 

—Frederick Douglass 

Remain in Touch welcomes new partners/supporters: 

- Benzie County Community Chest 

- Beyond Salon 

- Bookstock 

- the Bookstore (Frankfort) 

- Green Brick Foundation 

- Presbyterian Church of Traverse City 

- Quilt Connections 

- St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 

  
  
 Research tells us that children who are 
 read to are more successful in 
 becoming skillful readers. On another 
topic, we are increasingly aware of the negative 
impact on learning created when the child 
experiences anxiety. 
 
Separation from those we love creates anxiety in all 
of us. Remain In Touch addresses both these needs 
by allowing the incarcerated parent to read to their 
child through their recorded voice. Remain In Touch 
provides an important link between parent and child, 
while encouraging the child to read and providing the 
tools to make it happen. 
 
With all we know about learning and the parent-child 
relationship, more importantly, Remain In Touch 
gives both parent and child the promise of HOPE. 
Hope for tomorrow is the most critical component in 
life to reduce anxiety and create success. I encourage 
you to be a part of this HOPE by supporting Remain 
In Touch. 
 
Kathryn May 
Northport, Michigan 
Retired Elementary Teacher and Administrator 
 
 

Visit our website for: 

 

 a complete list of our 

partners & supporters 

 the latest news about 

Remain in Touch  

 a description of our 

program 

 numerous ways that 

you can help 

 Secure online 

donation via PayPal 

 a link to our booklist 

at Brilliant Books 

 

 
 

Your generous support provides 
hope for incarcerated parents and 

their children! Please invest in a 
better future by donating  online at  

www.remainintouch.org 
or make your check payable to  
Remain in Touch and mail it to 

the address below. 
________________ 

 

Remain in Touch 
P.O. Box 553 

Suttons Bay, Michigan  49682 
231-499-0606 

 

Email: 
contactus@remainintouch.org 
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