
Happy summer! While the summer season may offer a 
slower pace for some, and a more hectic pace for others,  
Remain in Touch continues its steady pace of visits to 
the Leelanau County and Benzie County jails, helping 
inmates to choose, read, and record books to send to their 
children. Summer is an even more important time for 
children to read books, since school is out and there are 
often fewer opportunities to read something new. And when 
it comes to staying connected with their parents, every 
season is important!  
  
  
Remain in Touch was delighted to recently receive —
out of the blue — a heartwarming and uplifting letter from a 
grandmother whose daughter is incarcerated, and whose 
granddaughter resides with her while the mother is in jail.  
 
 
 

 

"Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope."  —Kofi Annan 
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Below are excerpts from that letter, which the 
grandmother has given us permission to share. At 
left is a picture from the grandchild, which was 
included with her letter. 

 
 

T hank you for the wonderful CD 

recording of my daughter 

reading a story to her daughter … The 

book and CD have brightened my granddaughter’s 

nights – as she plays it over & over to hear her mom 

reading and telling her she loves her! 
 

This is such a wonderful gift for the children and 

inmates who dearly miss their parents and are 

separated from each other so sadly … The children 

are the real victims – despite the mistakes the 

parents made … They are sadly forced to pay the 

price of separation and loss … 
 

The general public is unconcerned about the sorrows 

a “criminal” endures while incarcerated … Benzie 

County jail has a heart, and I will always remember 

the smile you put on my granddaughter’s face – for 

allowing this good program for children! 

 

I hope it always continues in the future, for the sake 

of our little victims to have a part of their parent with 

them. You’re doing a very good thing! Thank you! 

 

 Children develop literacy skills long before they read 

 Young children who are read to regularly have a larger vocabulary, a stronger foundation of language awareness, and literacy skills at a younger age 

 Children who are read to regularly by family members experience social-emotional gains and an increased likelihood of overall school success 

 

Art Fairs! 
Visit our booths at the 

Suttons Bay Art Festival 
August 4-5 at Marina Park 

and the  

Frankfort Art Fair  
Aug. 17-18 at Market Square Park  

 

Stop by to say hello! We’ll have a basket of 
free books for children, and if you are lucky, 

a nibble or two. 

http://www.remainintouch.org/


I feel this is a great program! It helps keep the 

inmates and their families in touch. I have had 

nothing but positive feedback from it. 

—Lt. Dan Smith 

Benzie County Jail Administrator  

Remain in Touch welcomes a new partner: 

 

 

 

 

Every year, Cherryland Electric Cooperative’s Cherryland 

Cares program supports the community by awarding 

grants to local non-profits. Cherryland customers may 

choose to round up their monthly bills to the nearest dollar, 

contributing extra coins and generating funds for the  

Cherryland Cares program. 

 

In June 2018 Remain in Touch was awarded a $1,000 

Cherryland Cares grant. I t is w ith gratitude that we 

accept this gift. $1,000 can buy approximately 100 books. 

With the help of our facilitators in the Leelanau and Benzie 

County Jails, inmates with children 0-12 years will have the 

opportunity to choose from those books, and read them 

aloud while they are being recorded. Inmates may choose 

and record a book for each of their children, and the books 

are then mailed to each individual child.   Remain in Touch 

bridges the gap, helping families stay connected while 

separated by incarceration.  Thank you Cherryland Electric!   

 
 

IN OTHER NEWS: 

On May 19th, Storm Cloud Brewing Company in 

Frankfort generously granted 50% of its proceeds between 4 

and 6 pm to Remain in Touch! That was a benefit of 

$1,123!  Wow!  

 
 
Remember: Our booklist is always available online at the 

Brilliant Books website: http://www.brilliant-books.net/

RemainInTouch. Brilliant Books offers a 20% discount on 

books purchased for the Remain in Touch program. 

 
 

 

Visit our website for: 

 

 a complete list of our 

partners & supporters 

 the latest news about 

Remain in Touch  

 a description of our 

program 

 numerous ways that 

you can help 

 Secure online 

donation via PayPal 

 a link to our booklist 

at Brilliant Books 

"Once you learn to read, 
  you will be forever free."   

 

—Frederick Douglass 

 
 

Your generous support provides 
hope for incarcerated parents and 

their children! Please invest in a 
better future by donating  online at  

www.remainintouch.org 
or make your check payable to  
Remain in Touch and mail it to 

the address below. 
________________ 

 

Remain in Touch 
P.O. Box 553 

Suttons Bay, Michigan  49682 
231-499-0606 

 

Email: 
contactus@remainintouch.org 
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It is important they still hear my voice so they do 

not forget me while I am gone.  

—A female inmate  

I am the only one who reads to her. I am so 
grateful for the program. 

—A Leelanau County inmate  

children received 
new books and 
recordings from 

their incarcerated 
parents 

incarcerated 
parents selected 

and recorded 
books for their 

children 

brand new books, 
along with 

recordings, were 
delivered to 
children of 

incarcerated 
parents 

Quick Facts:   
 

Thanks to your generous support, since May 2016 when the 

Remain in Touch program began, to July 2018: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AND SO WE ARE TOLD … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FEEDBACK FROM OUR FACILITATORS: 
 
“I am always struck by how incredibly grateful the 

inmates are to have the opportunity to read and record. 

It feels like they will give pause in their future decision 

making. Their genuine caring for family is apparent and 

feels very real.” 

 

 

“Men, especially, are so grateful in their comments. It is 

such a positive force to connect. You can see it happen.”  

 

 

“[One inmate] said he was so nervous and ashamed he 

did not come down the first time Remain in Touch was 

there. The following time he came. He practiced aloud 

three times before he read for his newborn baby. He 

shared with me that this opportunity helped him to 

emotionally deal with his incarceration and has 

motivated him to do better.” 

 

O ur thanks go to the National Writers Series for 

inviting Remain in Touch to be the featured 

nonprofit at the City Opera House twice this year! It was a 

wonderful opportunity and venue for sharing our program 

and letting people in our community know what we do.   
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