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"Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope."  —Kofi Annan 

A literacy program helping incarcerated 

parents stay connected with their children 
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NOW SERVING BENZIE COUNTY 

Remain in Touch is pleased to announce that, in addition to 
serving inmates at the Leelanau County Jail, our program is 
now in full swing at the Jail in Benzie County. In the first 
month alone (beginning April 4, 2017), 15 inmates read 

aloud and recorded 41 books for their children. Twenty-five 
children had new books in hand and recordings of their 

parents reading to them. Since then, the numbers have 
grown even larger. Check out the Quick Facts below … 
 

Quick Facts:   
Since May 2016 when the Remain in Touch program began, 
through June 30, 2017: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory . . . 
Remain in Touch lost a friend—Judy Packard—earlier this 
spring. Judy’s words, which she wrote to us shortly before 
she died, pretty much sum up who she was and the work we 
do: 
 

“It was fun and exciting to read of your program with 
people who are incarcerated. Through the years, I 
have worked with many folks on the fringes of 

society … I know their many needs. I also know, 

when they thank you for what you do … it is far more 
than for reading and taping books. It is [for] hope, 
love, worthiness, purpose, connections to loved 
ones, the chance to „give back‟ and much more. 
 

I live „low on the hog‟ but keep a blessing box each 
month … I think of who is doing something that 
makes the world a better place. This month it is you 
… It is a token of thanks to use for whatever will help 
your work. It includes priceless lve. I know pennies 

add up, too.” 
     Peace, 
     Judy Packard 

 

 

 

Silent Movie Event raises $800 for Remain in Touch! 
 

On April 29th, the showing of the silent film 
Safety Last, with piano accompaniment, 
benefitted our literacy program in a big way. 

We extend our appreciation to Lynne Long, 
the talented pianist who played over sixty 

songs uninterrupted as an accompaniment to 
the film, and to Suttons Bay Congregational 
Church for offering the venue. It was a fun 
event for the generous folks present … we 
might just have to do it again! 

 
 
 

Our list of partners is growing!  
 

In addition to our very first partnership with Brilliant Books 
in Traverse City, and of course, the essential partnership 
with the Leelanau County Sheriff’s Office, we are pleased 
to welcome the following partners, who have made our 
expansion into Benzie County possible: 

 

 
 

 

 

 Children develop literacy skills long before they read 

 Young children who are read to regularly have a larger vocabulary, a stronger foundation of language awareness, and literacy skills at a younger age 

 Children who are read to regularly by family members experience social-emotional gains and an increased likelihood of overall school success 

 

Benzie County Early Childhood  
... a workgroup of the Northwest Michigan 

Community Action Agency 

59 102 
242 

incarcerated 
parents selected 

and recorded 
books for their 

children 

brand new books, 
along with 

recordings, were 

delivered to 

children of 
incarcerated 

parents 

Benzie County Cares for Kids 
 

(the local Child Abuse Prevention Council 
of the Michigan Children's Trust Fund) 

http://www.remainintouch.org/
http://www.sbcongregational.org
http://www.sbcongregational.org
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch
http://www.leelanau.cc/sheriff.asp
http://www.nmcaa.net/child_devel.asp
https://www.facebook.com/benziecaresforkids/
http://www.benziesheriff.com/


"Once you learn to read, 
  you will be forever free."   

 

—Frederick Douglass 

We are grateful to the following organizations for their 
support:  
 
 

 
provided a generous grant of $500! 

 
 

 
 

provided the venue for our Silent Movie 
fundraiser, free of charge.  Thank you! 

 
 

Here’s what incarcerated parents have to say 

about our program: 
 
 

… My little boy says he listens to me read and looks 

at the book each night at bedtime. 
  

 …Oh, my little girl has a loose tooth, so 

Fancy Nancy with the Too Loose Tooth will be perfect for her! 
 

… My youngest son called and said I hadn‟t read as long to him 

as to his older brother! [Now he tries to read equally for both.] 
 

 …You guys are a blessing. It is great you do this. It is so 

hard to be away from my children. 
 

… I have been waiting for you to come. My friend [cell mate] told 

me about you and I read your brochure in the [jail] library. 
 

 …This is a great program. Thank you for doing this.  

 

And a few words from a Remain in Touch 

major donor:  
 

Remain in Touch is a very strong program that directly benefits 

kids … and addresses the real fact that family, family members, 

and especially children also pay a penalty when a parent is 

incarcerated … The program supports literacy in 

children, supports the parent while incarcerated, and 

supports re-entry after incarceration through continued 

family ties.                          —Gail Hetler 
 

They keep on giving… 
 

Remain  i n  Touch 
continues to benefit from  
the generosity of the 
G r a n d  T r a v e r s e 
Community Foundation 

and Rotary Charities. We 

received a generous 
g r a n t  f r o m  t h e 
Community Foundation 
Endowment for Leelanau, 
and separate matching 
funds from the Rotary 

Endowment. Thank you!  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Your generous support provides 
hope for incarcerated parents and 

their children! Please invest in a 
better future by donating  online at  

www.remainintouch.org 
or make your check payable to  
Remain in Touch and mail it to 

the address below. 
________________ 

 

Remain in Touch 
P.O. Box 553 

Suttons Bay, Michigan  49682 
231-499-0606 

 

Email: 
contactus@remainintouch.org 

How YOU can help 
 

Spread the Word!  The more people know about Remain 

in Touch, the more our support base grows and the more 
families are positively impacted by this wonderful program.  
Please share your enthusiasm for Remain in Touch and its 
mission by one or more of the following … 

 Word of Mouth – Tell friends, family, colleagues, 

associates, small groups and other potentially interested 
people about Remain in Touch! Refer them to our 
website: www.remainintouch.org! 

 Place our literature in your church, office, or business. 

 Invite a representative from Remain in Touch to speak 

to your group. 
 

Donate Funds – In order to keep our book carts full, 
record CDs, and pay mailing costs to get the books and 
recordings to children, donations are needed and greatly 
appreciated.  Donations payable to Remain in Touch can be 

mailed, or made securely online via our website: 
www.remainintouch.org 
 

Perhaps you or your organization would consider making a 
regular donation to Remain in Touch, such as yearly or 

quarterly. Offering matching funds is another way 
organizations or businesses can greatly increase the impact 
of their members’ generosity. 
 

Join AmazonSmile – Do you use Amazon.com for books or 
shopping? Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Remain 
in Touch as your charity of choice. Visit 
smile.amazon.com and get started! 
 

Are you part of a book group or other small group/

organization?  Make Remain in Touch your charity of the 
year. Each time you meet, collect $1 (or other agreed upon 
amount) from each member to donate to Remain in Touch. 
 

Put out a collection jar at your place of business and 
designate a recipient charitable organization—such as 
Remain in Touch—each month; or invite your favorite store 
to do the same. All that loose change adds up, and offers a 

boost to the non-profits in our community.  
 

Donate Books – Visit our partner Brilliant Books on Front 
Street in Traverse City or online (http://www.brilliant-

books.net/RemainInTouch) to select a book(s) from our list 
of desired titles. You will receive a 20% discount. Brilliant 
Books will deliver your donated books to Remain in Touch 
on your behalf. 
 

The Gift of a Book  – In honor or memory of someone you 
love, choose a book(s) from the Brilliant Books Remain in 
Touch link at Christmas, for a birthday, or other occasion. 
 

Donate In-kind Needed Items such as printing services; 
recordable audio CDs or mailing labels for the envelopes we 
send to children;  a venue, or refreshments, or catering for 
an event; a performance for a fundraiser; help at an event; 
or professional services.   
 

Ask to be on our mailing/emailing list to receive 
newsletters and other updates. 
 

Attend a Remain In Touch Fundraising Event. Check 
our website and newsletters for upcoming events. Bring 
friends! 
 

Host a Fundraising Event for Remain in Touch. If your 
organization would like to make a big impact by hosting a 
fundraising event, please contact us! 
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“Anchored in God’s Love” 

            Suttons Bay Congregational Church  

http://www.gtrcf.org/give/our-funds.html/216/
http://www.remainintouch.org
http://www.remainintouch.org/
http://www.remainintouch.org/
http://www.remainintouch.org/
smile.amazon.com
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch
http://www.brilliant-books.net/RemainInTouch
http://www.meijer.com/
smile.amazon.com
http://www.sbcongregational.org/
http://www.sbcongregational.org

